How to Make 2 Butterfly Bead

By Becky Mason

My sister, Becky Mason, is the past president and
founder of the Florida Glassdragons. Her group is
very active in the Beads of Courage program and is
our “sister” group, sharing information with us for our
newsletter. Becky was kind enough to prepare this
tutorial for making butterflies for BOC so that they are
not only beautiful and decorative but are strong
enough to use for jewelry. When a child in the BOC
programs loses their battle with cancer, the family is
presented with a butterfly bead. Many of the mothers
choose to turn the bead into a pendant and wear it in
memory of their child.

1- Wind on a barrel about 1" -1 1/2" long - not
too thin but not too fat.

2-Heat one end of the barrel and roll it on your
marver to remove the sharp end. Repeat on the
other end.

3-You can see | have a nice end on the left and now
I'm working on the right. Since | work in the middle
of the mandrel, | flipped my bead so that the
marvering always took place on the right hand side
of the ead.

4-Now I've got the shape | want for the body, which is
a slightly tapered barrel.




5-Keeping the body warm in the far part of the
flame, heat up a large gather of glass in the color
you're using for the wings. The final size of the
wings and thickness will be determined by how
much of a "blob" you lay down.

6-Once you have enough glass melted on the end
of the rod, let it cool off slightly, until most of the
glow disappears, then "drop" it onto the body in the
location of one of the top wings. You don't want
the glass to be soupy when you do this.

7-Once you've melted off the first wing blob,
repeat the process remembering the keep the
body and the first wing blob warm.

8-Place the 2nd top wing blob into place after
you've allowed the melted glass to cool slightly so
that it isn't soupy.

9-You want to repeat the same process for the
bottom wing blobs, using less glass - smaller
blobs.

10-Remember to keep your glass rod upright when
you "drop" the glass blob into place. Once itis
secure and has set up a bit you can melt off the
rod.




11-Add your last lower wing blob using the same
technique.

12-Now you have all 4 wing blobs in place.

13-1 usually begin with one of the top wings. Heat
the front and back of the wing so that the heat is
distributed evenly. You don't want to overheat, so
go easy at this stage. It's easier to re-mash than it
is to un-mash.

14-Once you've got the blob softened enough to
mash, take your mini-mashers and gently squeeze.
| like to hold the wing in the down position to do
this.

15-If your initial mash isn't enough, reheat and re-
mash.

16-Heat the other top wing and repeat the process.
| also like to tip the wings slightly forward.




.....continued......

17-Repeat the same process on the bottom wings.
If you've used the right amount of glass your top

and bottom wings will meet when you squeeze the
bottom wing.

18-It may be necessary to add a little heat to the
junction of the wings to fill in the gap. You can also
use your pick to "ease" the glass together.

19-If you've re-heated to fill in the gap, go back
and re-squeeze to get the wings just right.

20-Now you're done with the basic design. From
here you can decorate and/or alter the wing shape.

21-If you want the wing to be more pointed, you
can add some glass to the tips.

22-I've added a small amount to the tips of the top
two wings.




23-Be sure to add some heat to the back so that
you don't develop cracks on the back side.

24-| also added a small amount of glass to the tips
of the bottom two wings.

25-Next | added some dots in turquoise.

26-After adding all of the dots, | gently melted them

27-If necessary, you can use your mashers to
flatten the design, and to reposition the wings.

28-Don't forget to add het to the back, which is
very important to do. When you're decorating the
front it is easy to forget to heat the back.




29-It's kind of heard to see with my hand in the
way, but I'm adding some black to the tips of the
wings. | will then go back and pull the tips out
to an even more pronounced point.

30-I've added all of the black, now with a warm black
rod I'm going to pull the wings to a point.

31-1 heat up the edge of the black, then with my
warm black rod | drag the black up towards the
tip of the wing and gently burn off the rod, or in
some cases, you can blow on the rod and it will
snap off. Then if you need to remove any
excess black you can use your tweezers.
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32-After repeating the heat and drag on all 4 wings
my butterfly is finished and ready for the kiln.




